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Versova is an important fishing village of Bombay district and Versova creek is situated near the 
sources of organic and industrial pollution which discharge their waste indiscriminately into it. How- 
ever, recently increasing incidents of fish mortality along with depletion of fish catch have affected the 
fishermen to a large extent. Out of 12 different types of nets with a total number of more than one thou- 
sand nets which were operated here, only seven types with about three hundred nets are remaining in 
operation. During October 1988 mortality of many commercially important species like Mugil, Cyno- 
glossus, catfishes and sciaenids was noticed. Subsequent mortalities were observed during 1991, 1993 ' 
and 1995 with more number of species. Monitoring of creek water which was mostly a blend of black, 
brown and gray colour with foul smells revealed that many times dissolved oxygen is absent here when 
in adjoining areas it is up to 4 d l ,  pH of the creek was always in lower range and even salinity value 
dropped up to 1.29 x lo-' due to added influx of fresh water by way of domestic and industrial discharge 
and making it unsuitable for marine organisms. 
Versova is an important fishing village of Bombay 
district and is located in the north-west region of 
the city. Traditional fishermen community here has 
adopted recent advances in modern fishing meth- 
ods within a relatively short peri~d'-~and also has 
demonstrated that cooperative efforts can bring 
revolutionary changes in fisheries4and related ac- 
tivities like construction of boats5,fishing catch 
disposal and transportation6 and in employment 
generation . The combined efforts of local com- 
operated profitably along with handpicking of 
oysters and bivalves are no more in use due to 
unchecked pollution. 
It is a matter of great concern that out of twelve 
different type of nets or fishing methods with a 
total number of more than one thousand nets and 
pickers which were operated at Versova , only 
seven types with about three hundred nets and 
pickers are remaining in operation (Table 1). 
has put the Versova in the list of major 
  able 14ishing nets and methods prevalent in past and 
fish landing centres of Bombay alongwith Sassoon present at Versova creek 
Docks and New Feny Wharf. 
Versova creek is situated near the sources of 
organic and industrial pollution which discharge 
their wastes indiscriminately into it. Deteriorating 
conditions in nearshore coastal waters of ,Versova 
were being observed by the fishermen in the past 
few years. However, recently increasing incidents 
of fish mortality along with depletion of fish catch 
especially in inshore bag nets (locally called as 
Bokshi net) have affected the fishermen to the 
Sr. 
no. 
Type of net/ 
fishing 
method 
Bokshi net 
Stake nets 
Shore seine 
Dharan net 
Cast net 
Drag net 
Mudy net 
Crab traps 
Numbers in 
past (during 
seventies) 
Present 
numbers 
(1 995) 
extent that many small fishermen claim to have 9. Lobster traps 14 00 
10. Oyster pickers lost their business. Fishermen claim that shore I I .  Bivalve 5 5 00 200 00 
seines, drag nets, mudy nets (creek specific 12. hand line 150 20 
localised version of stake net), crab and lobster 
traps, poll and lines and hand lines, which were Total 1118 288 



